IT’S FINALS TIME ONCE AGAIN!
Yes, it is time to start preparing for the 2010 MRCA Finals to be held at the Stephens County Expo Center in Duncan, Oklahoma over Labor Day weekend, September 3, 4, 5, and 6. 

*********************MOST IMPORTANT CHANGE****************************
THERE WILL BE NO MAIL IN ENTRIES FOR FINALS-ALL FEES MUST BE PAID BY LAST RODEO, NO EXPECTIONS, NO EXCUSES. SORRY. IF YOU WILL NOT BE AT LAST RODEO, YOU NEED TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO SEND WITH SOMEONE ELSE OR PAY AT LAST RODEO YOU ATTEND. THIS IS THE PARENTS AND CONTESTANTS RESPONSIBILITY. 

If for some reason you do not qualify for finals, your fees will be refunded back to you. As soon as points are audited and given to secretary, we will post results and refund any money due back.
In an effort to start preparations, you can find a pre-entry sheet at secretaries table if you have not already received one.  Remember, when entering for the finals, your fees will be more than usual because entering finals is like entering three rodeos plus the average. Verify with secretary.
All stalls will be pre-assigned so that pre-purchased shavings can be distributed, but you will have the option of trading among yourselves. 
All hook ups are first come first serve but you will need to pay for them now along with entries.
The association collects for performance days, if you set up earlier, you will owe additional fees to fairgrounds.  A more detailed schedule will be given at Dunn’s, as dates, times, and extra activities are set to keep you informed. Always ask if you have any questions at all. 
Wrist bands for gate will be mailed out and updates.  Your finals packet will be available for pick up as you check into finals with your auction items.  Secretary will have packets Friday after noon. 

This year, in an effort to keep Expo Center clean, we need everyone’s help DAILY to pick up trash and help keep stands, arena area, bathrooms, stall area, and camping areas all picked up. We strive to leave any facility as good as or better than when we arrive.  But we need your help.  Only a few are left after the awards banquet is over leaving no one to help clean and pack up.  So this year, we will not have the awards banquet until all areas are clean.  We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.
The Expo Center requires every horse that stays at the finals be stalled no pens or tie-outs at trailer.  Shavings must be purchased from the fairgrounds and only one horse per stall.  Additional shavings are $7.00 each, but price is subject to change.  Purchase of stall includes one bag of shavings.
Souvenir programs will be sold during the finals, so you need to get your ads together.  If you know of a business or individual who was not a season sponsor but would like an ad in the program, collect all their information, logo, business card, contact name and number along with payment.  Ads need to be turned in by Vernon rodeo July 10th.  No later-PLEASE.  The programs take lots of detail and time, please help out and have your information together. 

We will have a hospitality room for contestants so prepare to help keep it organized and clean.
Each family is asked to bring drinks, fruit and/or snacks. 

As a community service act we will again be collecting non-perishable food items for the local food bank in Stephens County. Please give as giving to the Lord. Out of your bounty and blessing lets help others who are in great need. 

Items for our annual silent auction and awards auction will need to be brought at check in time. So be thinking of items to bring, it can be anything; gift baskets, gourmet baskets, lotions, candles, etc., fishing trips, tack, and hand crafted items sell GREAT.  You will need to bring items for each auction in order to receive your finals packet and back number to compete. This is MANDATORY. 
As always, we need lots, lots, and lots of volunteers for the finals to run smoothly.  Don’t hesitate to jump in, sometimes it is so hectic for officers and directors, we just go at a fast pace to try and get things done without knowing if someone would be willing to help, so if you “see a need, fill a need”, it’s a win-win situation, we are family and we need to work together like family to ensure our kids have a great time and us parents can enjoy the finals as well. 
We always have a finals t-shirt, logo on front and all finalist name on back.  Tees will be on sale until last rodeo at Dunn’s. T-shirts must be purchased, not included as a finals prize.  Payment must accompany order. T-shirts $15.00 each 
Remember to continue to sell raffle tickets as we award $100.00 prize to the top salesperson.

If you have not yet turned in the tickets for the raffle, please don’t forget. These can be turned in the first day at the finals, but please separate them before bringing them to the secretary. We appreciate each family for selling above and beyond the minimum amount.  This all goes towards awards….THANK YOU! 

The MRCA also awards one male and one female finals contestant a $500.00 scholarship to be used for college.  Applicants must be a Jr. or Sr.  The application is online or you may request one from secretary.  Deadline for scholarship application is the last rodeo at Dunn’s August 7 & 8th.   

Directors if you have not selected event awards, time is upon us. Confirm with Robin please. Bring invoices for payment or reimbursement to secretary. 

Last year we had a fun time with the scavenger hunt. I know it’s hectic for many of us, but those who participated had fun and the local businesses really appreciated it, so with some help we would like to do the hunt again, if you live in the Duncan area and can start asking local merchants to participate, that would be great. A list of participating businesses will be included in finals packets. 
We put several contestant back numbers per store around town and as families shop and you find your number, participating merchants are ask to give a small gift as a token for finding back numbers and visiting their establishment. Just a small way we can show we do support the local economy and community and helps increase chances of future sponsorships.  These same businesses may be interested in advertising in the finals program by offering a coupon to entice shoppers. All the help you can give is greatly appreciated.  I will also need help with distributing back numbers the week of the finals to participating merchants.  

Just a few tasks that we will need volunteers for at finals, not a complete list by no means!
Organize silent auction items and help close and collect.

Distribute finals t-shirts

Organize fun & games for dance

Organize fun & games throughout performances; keep it entertaining during down times for kids, like a water balloon toss, horseshoe game, etc. 

Get donations for door prizes for dance

Door prizes donated to be given away during performances

Help decorate for dance, nothing elaborate, just fun and easy theme

Set up for auction and awards after dance

Invite vendors to set up booths at finals, cost is $25.00/day

Thanks to everyone, this has been a great year; we appreciate all the help, support, and encouragement. Thank you very much. 
